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PREMIER — CHINA VISIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: I rise to inform the house about my recent visit to 
Beijing for a series of meetings focused on strengthening Western Australia’s economic ties with China and 
promoting Western Australia. 

China is Western Australia’s biggest trading partner and I want to make sure that WA is in the box seat to maximise 
opportunities that will create WA jobs not just in the resources sector, but in industries such as tourism and 
education. In 2017, exports to China totalled $60.2 billion. That is 50 per cent of the state’s total merchandise 
exports. Western Australia accounted for 60 per cent of Australia’s merchandise exports to China in 2017. Chinese 
investment in Western Australia creates thousands of jobs for Western Australians, which is why it is crucial we 
maintain a strong trading relationship. 

The mission to Beijing was my second to China as Premier, following meetings in Shanghai and Hangzhou in 
November last year. The visit was hugely productive and rewarding. Meetings were scheduled with the chairmen 
of some of the most important organisations in China, including Mr Xiao Yaqing, chairman of the State-owned 
Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council and Mr Ning Jizhe, vice-chairman of the 
National Development and Reform Commission. I also met with businesses such as China National Offshore Oil 
Corporation, CITIC Group, Sinosteel Corporation, Cheung Kong Infrastructure Holdings and the Bank of China. 
All these businesses were very keen to work with Western Australia and to maintain a strong relationship. Chinese 
businesses invest in various iron ore and liquefied natural gas projects in Western Australia that create jobs for 
local workers. We are keen to support these projects into the future and, as the Chinese government is focused on 
reducing pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, there are huge opportunities to continue to grow our LNG 
exports to China. 

At virtually every meeting, I highlighted that WA is very keen for more Chinese students to come to WA to study 
and vice versa. The state government is also working hard to secure more direct flights from China, particularly 
from Shanghai. At a long table event hosted by the Australia China Business Council and the China Chamber of 
Commerce in Australia, I committed to an annual dialogue with leading businesses in China to further investment 
opportunities. I invited them to come to Perth next year, and the state government will put in place plans to make 
that happen. The continued strengthening of our cooperative relationship with China will create more job 
opportunities for Western Australians. 

I would like to thank the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and for its assistance in organising 
this trip. I would also like to acknowledge the great work of Western Australia’s Commissioner to China, 
Stuart Crockett, for his efforts during the successful visit. 
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